An evening with John Barrowman

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, October 19

HOW TO describe John Barrowman in one word...Actor? Singer? Presenter? The answer is simple - entertainer - that’s how he describes himself and he did 

just that.

As soon as the audience members took their seats and the band struck up the man himself appeared on stage in the first of many sparkly, glitzy outfits kicked off with Get This Party Started and You To Me Are Everything accompanied by his dancers.

It was clear from the start the night was going to be enjoyable with stories galore from his early years to getting his big break in the West End 20 years ago in Anything Goes. 

Jodie Pregner the “nation’s Nancy” was the special guest for this tour and was outstanding with her renditions of Cry Me A River and Mambo Italino in the first act and then back on in the second act with Proud Mary which got the audience into a frenzy and Nobody Does It Better.

The second act started with an energetic performance of Gloria Esterfan’s Rhythm Is Gonna Get You/Turn The Beat Around and was much more entertaining than the first half for the choice of songs. Let Your Love Flow was another crowd pleaser with John asking the crowd to “hug the person next to you”. 

Next a tribute to his time in La Cage Aux Folles with a very funny version of Man! I Feel Like A Woman accompanied by the male “J4” dancers in drag which brought the house down.

There was also a tribute to his Doctor Who days as John reworked the lyrics to the song The Wizard and I from the musical Wicked to create the The Doctor and I, which for Doctor Who fans in the audience was the highlight of the show with a montage of John in his Doctor Who days. 

Finally after renditions of Rule The World and Let’s Get Loud the encore was upon us. John came back on stage in a array of sparkles to sing From This Moment On and the iconic song which is now his anthem I Am What I Am which led to him getting a standing ovation.

Birmingham went home that night knowing that they got their money’s worth. John always said he was “Put on this planet to entertain” and boy he did just that!
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