Note from Mickie aka @pagan_hare:

This is a very detailed and concise review, giving a great deal of information on songs, dance routines and images shown on screen. If you have not yet seen the concert and don’t wish to know what is going to happen, then I would suggest leaving this excellent review until after the show.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

HUGE SPOILER!!!!!!!!

Review by: Name: Hannah 
Twitter: @BunnyBarrowman 

John Barrowman Tour Review for the first show in Oxford on 1st October 2010
 
The show was supposed to begin at 7:30pm but everyone both to do with the show and some of the theatre ticket people were running late so it started at 7:35.
 
At the beginning before John himself came on, there was a short video montage of some of his career achievements, photos and short videos of some of his shows to the first song on his album "When I Get My Name In Lights".
 
When this short montage was finished John came onto the stage and got straight into the first two songs which were "Let's Get This Party Started" followed by "You To Me Are Everything".
 
Then he began by thanking the audience for helping him start off his tour. He then talked about his time on Desperate Housewives and he showed a few photos with him and some of the members of Desperate Housewives which lead into him singing "Viva Las Vegas". With the spirits high during the song Jenny Fabulous and Katie, from John’s dance team, The J4s came out wearing big feather outfits just like the show girls in Las Vegas would wear.
 
The story that went with next song was both comical and told the audience a lot about his life. He said how he used to practise the following song when he was younger and he would try to practise when no one was home. He would always get to the climax of the song and cry with happiness. Well one day he was practising the song and when he got to the climax of the song he turned round and there was his mum. John then commented saying that if his mum didn’t know he was gay before then she did on that day. The song that story lead up to was "Don’t Cry Out Loud". The song that then followed was "Unusual Way" which he sang beautifully.
 
He then told us another story about him growing up and how he was like most other typical boys his age in America and he liked super heroes. We then got to see a picture of him dressed up as spider man for his nieces and nephews and he said that however much he loved Spider Man knowing about his sexuality from an quite young age there was another super hero as well as Spider Man that he loved but the two would never come together however much he wanted them to. The other super hero, or super heroin should I say, was Wonder Woman. The J4 dancers then came out with Jamie and James dressed as Spider Man and Jenny and Katie dressed as Wonder Woman and he sang a mix of both of the series theme songs that went with both of the super heroes. The song ended with the two wonder women tying John and the two spider men up which was amusing.
 
The next song he sung  "Memories" was as he called it "a tribute to all the theatre shows he has been in over the years" and before singing it he talked about some of the different shows he did like beauty and the beast (he was the beast) including some pictures from his different shows.
 
Jodie Pregner then came on and sung "Cry Me a River" which many know as a Michael Buble hit. During it Jodie has part of her dress ripped off by one of the male dancers (on purpose) to reveal a smaller dress underneath. At the end of the song Jodie announced, which was a world exclusive, that she was making an album. She then said that the next song woul also be on her new album. This next song was "Mambo Italiano " Jamie and James from The J4s came on stage to dance with Jodie and getting very close.
 
John then came back on the stage and handed Jodie a designer bag to put her dog in as a gift before he told a story of how his nieces and nephews told him he needs to sing something more modern and he said that the following song was his nieces and nephews favourite song and it was one of his favourite songs too. He sang "Fire Flies" with all his dancers behind him before moving onto singing "Rain On My Parade" which everyone had fun listening to and which was well sung by John.
 
We then broke for a 30 minute interval where many people bought some merchandise. During the interval on a big screen there was a slideshow of John and his family and friends and dogs.

There was a great variety of merchandise available to buy. There were 4 or 5 different t-shirt styles with most of them saying team barrowman on them. I bought a t-shirt with all the tour dates at the back and a picture of him on the front, this was £20. The other t-shirt designs were £22. All the t-shirts came in both men and women’s sizes up to XL in both. The women’s t-shirt were also ladies cut. 
Other merchandise included: coasters which were under £10 pounds and had John Barrowman's face on them in an Andy Warhol style. Also available was a tote bag with Team Barrowman written on it which I believe was priced at £15 pounds. There was a set of 4 small photos of John for £8. There were also key rings and magnets for £2. The most expensive item available was a signed limited edition picture of John Barrowman, it was roughly A3 sized with a frame and mount, one of only 250 ever made. This was £40. 
Also available were programmes that were £10 and were full of pictures of John with his family, his mum and dad, with Scott and the dogs as well as a few with him and Jodie and some with The J4s, Gavin Barker and his PA Rhys.


After the interval the mood was high and John started off again by getting straight back into singing by singing "Rhythm Of The Beat/Turn The Beat Around" which was shortly followed by a song that John dedicated to Scott his partner who he said was his "Reason". The song he dedicated to Scott was "Let your love flow". 
 
John then told the audience a bit about what happened in La Cage Aux Folles and they got out some mannequins with his dresses from the show on them and John decided to help take one back off the stage again and he broke it in half. After a few minutes of rudeness and laughter everyone expected him to sing a song from that show but then he said that he was going to sing a song "dedicated to all things drag". Just then the music starts for the song "Man, I feel like A Women" and James and Jamie come on the stage dressed in short dresses and dancing around like girls. Everyone including John was laughing during the song and right at the end of the song John pulled the dresses off both the boys so the boys were only in boxer shorts on the stage. 
 
Then John talked about his parents and about how much they meant to him and how they had been married 55 years. John then sang "Remember When". Towards the end of the song his parents, John Snr and Marion, came up on stage and shared a slow dance together to the song which brought a tear to John's and the audiences eyes, to see how they are still so in love 55 years on. Then John's parents stole the lime light and shared some rude words and jokes with the audience which made John laugh but blush just as any child would do if there parents said that whatever age.

Then the limelight went back onto Jodie as she sung "Proud Mary" and then this shortly followed by "Nobody Does It Better". For the next song John explained how he went to a good friend, who wrote all the songs in the film Enchanted and how he had him modify the song "So Close" from Enchanted for John and Jodie to sing together. After a very warm and loving rendition of "So Close" they shared a hug and Jodie was heard to say into her microphone "I know more than one of you are jealous of me right now" to the audience which got a laugh.
 
John then explained that on this tour he was going to decide to see how well The J4's, could act and that on every tour and album he has, there has to be a token Barry Manilow song and on this tour/album it was Copacabana. As John sang his song The J4’s acted out the story that the song told in a comical way with Jenny Fabulous as Lola.
 
At the end of the song John spoke about how much Captain Jack meant to him and how he was so happy to have been given a chance like that and how after 6 years he still loves everything Captain Jack had done for him. He then said how his friend who wrote the whole score for Wicked helped him to change the words to one of Wicked’s most famous songs. The changed words were all about Captain Jack's adventures with the doctor and the song was re-named "The Doctor And I". Whilst John was singing the song behind him was a video montage of the whole of Captain Jack’s and the Doctor's adventures through the new series with Christopher Eccleston and David Tennant playing the doctor.
 
John then broke into the song "Rule The World" by Take That before it came to the last song of the night or so we thought. He said we are going to finish the night off with a party and in high spirits he went straight into singing "Let's Get Loud". Then at the end of the song he walked off so everyone thought he had finished but the band played on.
 
When the band stopped playing some people left but after a few minutes John came back on stage to do two last songs. The first "From This Moment On" he dedicated to his fans and said that from he bottom of his heart that if it wasn’t for us he wouldn’t be were he was today.
 
He then finished with the song that has now become his anthem "I Am What I Am". After this song he said his last few thank you's before the concert ended.
 
The whole way through the concert he had 5 different outfits on. He went from wearing a blue suit with sparkles for finishing to a purple suit to a red one to a green one to a grey one and finally to his end one which was completely black and full of sparkles which he sang the last two songs with.
 
The concert was originally supposed to finish at 10pm but with the extra songs it didn’t finish until almost 10:45pm but no one in the audience minded as it meant we could watch the person we loved for longer.
 
 


